Forensic Photography
Spring 2026
Instructor: Sharon Plotkin, Ed.D, CCSI
Office hours: contact instructor via email

Email: splotkin@ufl.edu

Phone: 352-294-4509
Website: www.forensicmedicine.med.ufl.edu

Text: Robinson, Edward M. (2016). Crime Scene Photography (3rd edition). Elsevier Science.
San Diego, CA.

Course Description: This course provides an introduction to the history of photography and
utilization of a camera in a crime scene setting. Students will learn basic photography skills,
camera operation, exposure control, relational photographs, and flash control for crime scene and
evidence documentation.

Course Objectives: Upon completion of this course students should be able to:
e Demonstrate knowledge of the history of visual images

Identify the rules of crime scene photography

Outline technical aspects of basic camera operation

Identify basic exposure concepts of photography

Identify lighting issues relative to crime scene photography
Evaluate aspects of photograph composition

Demonstrate methods for creating an acceptable photograph
Demonstrate knowledge of photography production

Demonstrate knowledge of crime scene documentation through photography

Topics:

Module 1: Introduction and History of Photography

Module 2: Composition and Cardinal Rules

Module 3: Crime Scene Photography

Module 4: Basic Exposure Non-Flash Concepts

Module 5: Focus, Depth of Field, and Lenses

Module 6: Electronic Flash

Module 7: Ultraviolet, Infrared, and Fluorescence

Module 8: Special Photography Situations

Module 9: Digital Image Processing of Evidentiary Photography and Legal Issues Related to
Photographs and Digital Images
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Course Assignments and Assessments:

Progress through this course will be assessed with quizzes, practical assignments, and
discussions associated with each module. Module quizzes be worth 20% of the overall grade.
Practical assignments will be worth 25% of the overall grade. There will be a final project worth
25% of the final grade and a final exam worth 10% of the final grade. Regular and active
participation on the discussion boards will be worth 20% of the final grade.

Assignment Type Portion of Final Grade
Module quizzes 20%

Practical assignments | 25%

Discussions 20%

Final Exam 10%

Final Project 25%

Total 100%

Grading Policies:

Letter grades will be assigned as indicated in the below table. As such, grades will not be
rounded up to the next letter grade. Your final letter grade will be calculated in accordance with
your exact percentage grade.

A |93.0% - 100%

A-190.0% - 92.9%

B+ | 87.0% - 89.9%

B |83.0% - 86.9%

B- | 80.0% - 82.9%

C+ [ 77.0% - 79.9%

C [73.0% -76.9%

C- [70.0% - 72.9%

D+ | 67.0% - 69.9%

D |[63.0% -66.9%

D- | 60.0% - 62.9%

E 10.00% - 59.9%

Students should check their progress on course grades within the Canvas gradebook throughout
the semester. Any unsubmitted or outstanding assignments at the end of the semester will be
assigned a grade of 0.

General University of Florida policies associated with grades and academic regulations can be
found at the below link.

https://gradcatalog.ufl.edu/graduate/regulations/

Assignment Deadlines, Late Work Policy, and Extensions:
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At the beginning of each semester, review the assignment deadlines posted within the Course
calendar. Assignment deadlines will also be posted on the “to-do list” within the Canvas system.
Please keep in mind that the University of Florida is located within the Eastern Time Zone and
all deadlines are posted accordingly. You may adjust your settings within Canvas to
accommodate for your local time zone.

Online learning is very challenging and requires a huge effort from you as a student to have good
time management skills and other important traits. It is critically important that you post early
and often each week as this allows for us to interact and share excellent information. Do not wait
until the last minute to post your work or take quizzes as this puts additional pressure on you to
complete all the assignments. As such, late work without prior approval from the instructor is
not accepted for this course.

While we understand that our students have other work and personal commitments in addition to
their coursework, we expect every effort to be made to meet posted course deadlines. If for some
reason due to circumstances beyond your control you are unable to meet an assignment deadline,
students should e-mail the instructor and explain the situation in advance to request an extension.
Extensions must be requested ahead of a posted deadline with the exception of medical
emergencies. If you have experienced a medical emergency and were unable to request an
extension before the posted deadline, you must submit proper documentation along with your
extension request. Extensions will not be granted for reasons associated with poor time
management. No more than 2 extensions per student per course will be granted.

Incomplete Grades:

Under special circumstances, if a student is unable to finish a course before the end of the
semester, we may be able to assign an incomplete grade. An incomplete grade is a non-punitive
grade assigned at the discretion of the course instructor. A student may quality for an incomplete
grade if 1/3 or more of the course assignments have been completed and if the student has
remained in communication with the instructor(s) throughout the course to explain ongoing
challenges and circumstances. If an incomplete grade is assigned, outstanding assignments must
be completed by the end of the next semester.

Academic Calendar and Critical Dates:

If a student wishes to drop or withdraw from a course or request an incomplete this must be done
in accordance with the posted deadlines of the UF Graduate School. Students must inform their
instructor and/or program director of their intention to drop or withdraw from a course to ensure
the appropriate administrative steps are taken. In some cases, a portion of tuition may be
refunded upon course withdrawal.

Critical dates relating to add/drop and course withdrawal can be found at the below link.
https://gradcatalog.ufl.edu/graduate/calendar/

Plagiarism, Academic Honesty, and Student Expectations:
All course assignments and discussion posts must be written fully in your own words. Failure to
do so will be considered plagiarism. This includes quoting from a book, website, or module
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content without directly crediting the source. Assignments may not be made up substantially of
quoted material as that is not aligned with the purpose of course assignments. You may include
quotes if they are beneficial to a point you are trying to make, but you must complete all
assignments in your own words. Simply paraphrasing from your sources is not acceptable. The
University of Florida uses the Turn-It-In plagiarism detection software. Any similarity score
above 40% is considered unacceptable for submission. Please ensure you are checking your
score after assignment submission and making any necessary changes in accordance with this
threshold.

The University of Florida also prohibits self-plagiarism which is defined as “the reuse of the
student’s own submitted work, or the simultancous submission of the student’s own work,
without the full and clear acknowledgment and permission of the faculty to whom it is
submitted." In some cases, assignments across program courses may be similar enough that you
wish to reuse substantial portions of a previous assignment, but you must request permission
from the course instructor to reuse previous or simultaneous work before assignment submission.

All students within this program are expected to read, understand, and adhere to all policies
listed within the UF Student Code of Conduct and the UF Maples Center for Forensic Medicine
Code of Conduct and Professionalism. All participants in UF Maples Center for Forensic
Medicine Programs must read, understand, and agree to adhere to the Code of Conduct and
Professionalism before participating in the programs. Failure to do so will prohibit participation
in these programs. The full UF Maples Center Code of Conduct and Professionalism is included
within each program course.

More information on UF policies associated with plagiarism and academic honesty as well as the
full UF Student Code of Conduct can be found at the below link.
https://sccr.dso.ufl.edu/policies/student-honor-code-student-conduct-code/

Performance Expectations and Citing Your Sources:

Students are expected to produce quality work of a standard comparable to any graduate level
course. Discussion posts and assignments must be legible, constructive, and appropriate which
includes refraining from the use of foul or offensive language. Students are required to think for
themselves and will be expected to complete assignments that require the application of logic
and reasoning skills when the answer may not be found in a book or the course module notes.
Students are also expected to use academic sources within written assignments. Academic
sources include textbooks, journal articles, research papers, and only websites of academic
repute such as those ending in .gov or .edu. All written assignments must include a works cited
wherein you reference the sources used for completing the assignment. A minimum of one
academic source must be used within each assignment and a minimum of three academic sources
must be used for essay-style exams. You may use additional non-academic sources such as
newspaper or media websites within your assignments, but these may only be supplemental to
academic sources; they cannot substitute academic sources. If you are unsure whether or not a
source in question is considered academic, email your course instructor for clarification.

Attendance Policy and Participation Expectations:
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This course is part of the distance education program at the University of Florida. Rather than
traditional lectures, course content is presented in written module format with supplemental
reading as indicated within each module. It is imperative students regularly interact with the
course and their peers on the discussion boards. We recommend students check Canvas at least
once per day for posted announcements, emails, or other course updates.

Course Communication and Instructor Contact:

Do not hesitate to contact your instructor at any time if you need guidance, if you have
assignment questions, or if you have questions relating to the course content. Course-specific
questions should be sent via the Canvas-integrated email system to ensure that your instructor
can associate your question with your course and section number. Other questions or general
correspondence should be sent directly to the instructor’s UF email address. We strive to answer
all course-related questions within 24 business hours.

Any comments or questions about an assignment, including questions about grades, should be
sent via the Canvas email system. Within module assignments and written portions of exams, if
you lose points in a way that is not explained by the rubric (if applicable), a comment with
feedback explaining the post loss will be provided. Please do not reply to these comments as
instructors are not notified of comments made on the assignment submission page. Instead,
email the instructor using the Canvas email system. If your course has a TA, please always email
both the course instructor and the TA when asking course content questions to ensure all parties
stay on the same page.

Technical Assistance:

Assistance with technical difficulties is provided by the UF Help Desk which is staffed 24/7. A
specialist can be reached by calling (352) 392-HELP (4357) or emailing helpdesk@ufl.edu.
There is also a live chat feature available at the Help Desk website. https://helpdesk.ufl.edu/

Grade Changes:

Grades will be changed only when a grading error has been made. If you think an error has been
made, you should email the instructor as soon as possible. Your entire assignment will then be
re-graded.

Recorded Materials Privacy Statement and Copies of Course Content:

Students are allowed to record video or audio of class lectures. However, the purposes for which
these recordings may be used are strictly controlled. The only allowable purposes are (1) for
personal educational use, (2) in connection with a complaint to the university, or (3) as evidence
in, or in preparation for, a criminal or civil proceeding. All other purposes are prohibited.
Specifically, students may not publish recorded lectures without the written consent of the
instructor.

A “class lecture” is an educational presentation intended to inform or teach enrolled students
about a particular subject, including any instructor-led discussions that form part of the
presentation, and delivered by any instructor hired or appointed by the University, or by a guest
instructor, as part of a University of Florida course. A class lecture does not include lab sessions,
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student presentations, clinical presentations such as patient history, academic exercises involving
solely student participation, assessments (quizzes, tests, exams), field trips, private conversations
between students in the class or between a student and the faculty or lecturer during a class
session.

Publication without permission of the instructor is prohibited. To “publish” means to share,
transmit, circulate, distribute, or provide access to a recording, regardless of format or medium,
to another person (or persons), including but not limited to another student within the same class
section. Additionally, a recording, or transcript of a recording, is considered published if it is
posted on or uploaded to, in whole or in part, any media platform, including but not limited to
social media, book, magazine, newspaper, leaflet, or third party note/tutoring services. A student
who publishes a recording without written consent may be subject to a civil cause of action
instituted by a person injured by the publication and/or discipline under UF Regulation 4.040
Student Honor Code and Student Conduct Code.

As you go through the semester, we recommend you keep copies of module content, important
emails, discussions, and assignments to use for reference. The course will close at the end of the
semester, and you will lose access to the content. We will not be able to provide you with copies
of course content once the course is removed from your account.

Course Evaluations:

Students are expected to provide professional and respectful feedback on the quality of
instruction in this course by completing course evaluations online via GatorEvals. Guidance on
how to give feedback in a professional and respectful manner is available at
https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/students/ . Students will be notified when the evaluation period
opens and can complete evaluations through the email they receive from GatorEvals or in their
Canvas course menu under GatorEvals.

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:

The University of Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations to assist
students with disabilities with their coursework. Students with disabilities who experience
learning barriers and would like to request academic accommodations should connect with the
disability Resource Center. To obtain academic accommodations, first register with the Dean of
Students Office. The Dean of Students Office will provide documentation to be given to the
course instructor at the time you request the accommodation. It is important for students to share
their accommodation letter with their instructor and discuss their access needs, as early as
possible in the semester.

Information on how to begin this process as well as other disability resources offered by UF can
be found at the below link.
https:/disability.ufl.edu/

Campus Resources:
Students may occasionally have personal issues that arise in the course of pursuing higher
education or that may interfere with their academic performance. If you find yourself facing
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problems affecting your coursework, you are encouraged to talk with your instructor and/or to
seek confidential assistance at the University of Florida Counseling Center.

More information about the resources offered by UF for counselling and wellness can be found
at the below links.

U Matter, We Care: If you or someone you know is in distress, please contact umatter@ufl.edu,
352-392-1575, or visit U Matter, We Care website to refer or report a concern and a team member
will reach out to the student in distress.

Counseling and Wellness Center: Visit the Counseling and Wellness Center website or call
352-392-1575 for information on crisis services as well as non-crisis services.

Student Health Care Center: Call 352-392-1161 for 24/7 information to help you find the care you
need, or visit the Student Health Care Center website.

University Police Department: Visit UF Police Department website or call
352-392-1111 (or 9-1-1 for emergencies).

UF Health Shands Emergency Room / Trauma Center: For immediate medical care call
352-733-0111 or go to the emergency room at 1515 SW Archer Road, Gainesville, FL 32608; Visit

the UF Health Emergency Room and Trauma Center website.

GatorWell Health Promotion Services: For prevention services focused on optimal wellbeing,
including Wellness Coaching for Academic Success, visit the GatorWell website or call
352-273-4450.
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